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refuge in accordance with State
regulations subject to the following
conditions:

1. We conduct the refuge hunt by
State permit only. We require hunters to
possess and carry current Washington
State elk licenses, valid for the refuge
hunt unit, and a refuge special access
permit.

2. We allow only authorized vehicles
on designated routes of travel and
require hunters to park in designated
parking areas (see §27.31(h) of this
chapter). We prohibit ATVs and ORVs.

3. We allow hunter access from 2
hours before legal sunrise until 5 hours
after legal sunset. Hunters needing
additional time for retrieval must notify
refuge staff or a State fish and wildlife
officer.

4. We prohibit possession of a bow
with the arrow nocked within any safety
zone or Closed Area.

5. Safety zones of 500 feet (150 m) are
in effect around existing structures. We
prohibit shooting from or into any safety
zone or Closed Area.

6. One person may assist hunters only
during elk retrieval. We require this
person to remain with the hunter at all
times during retrieval. We require all
hunters/helpers to possess a
nontransferable refuge special access
permit.

7. Refuge staff or a State Fish and
Wildlife Officer must accompany
hunters during retrieval of a wounded
elk that moves outside the hunt unit in
Closed Areas.

8. Hunters must use nontoxic
ammunition or remove or bury the
visceral remains of harvested animals.

D. Sport Fishing. [Reserved]

* * * * *

Dated: April 1, 2010.
Thomas L. Strickland,

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks.
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ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS closes the commercial
fishery for golden tilefish in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the
South Atlantic. This closure is
necessary to protect the golden tilefish
resource.

DATES: This rule is effective 12:01 a.m.,
local time, April 12, 2010, through
December 31, 2010.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Catherine Bruger, telephone 727-824—
5305, fax 727—-824-5308, e-mail
Catherine.Bruger@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
snapper-grouper fishery of the South
Atlantic is managed under the Fishery
Management Plan for the Snapper-
Grouper Fishery of the South Atlantic
Region (FMP). The FMP was prepared
by the South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council and is
implemented under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act by
regulations at 50 CFR part 622.

The commercial quota for golden
tilefish in the South Atlantic is 295,000
Ib (133,810 kg) for the current fishing
year, January 1 through December 31,
2010, as specified in 50 CFR
622.42(e)(2).

Under 50 CFR 622.43(a), NMFS is
required to close the commercial fishery
for golden tilefish when its quota has
been reached, or is projected to be
reached, by filing a notification to that
effect with the Office of the Federal
Register. NMFS has determined that the
commercial quota for South Atlantic
golden tilefish will be reached by April
12, 2010. Accordingly, the commercial
fishery for South Atlantic golden tilefish
is closed effective 12:01 a.m., local time,
April 12, 2010, through December 31,
2010.

The operator of a vessel with a valid
commercial vessel permit for South
Atlantic snapper-grouper having golden
tilefish onboard must have landed and
bartered, traded, or sold such golden
tilefish prior to 12:01 a.m., local time,
April 12, 2010. During the closure, the
bag limit and possession limits specified
in 50 CFR 622.39(d)(1)(ii) and (d)(2),
respectively, apply to all harvest or
possession of golden tilefish in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ, and the sale or
purchase of golden tilefish taken from
the EEZ is prohibited. The prohibition
on sale or purchase does not apply to
sale or purchase of golden tilefish that
were harvested, landed ashore, and sold
prior to 12:01 a.m., local time, April 12,
2010, and were held in cold storage by

a dealer or processor. For a person on
board a vessel for which a Federal
commercial or charter vessel/headboat
permit for the South Atlantic snapper-
grouper fishery has been issued, the sale
and purchase provisions of the
commercial closure for golden tilefish
would apply regardless of whether the
fish are harvested in state or Federal
waters, as specified in 50 CFR
622.43(a)(5)(ii).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
(AA), finds that the need to immediately
implement this action to close the
fishery constitutes good cause to waive
the requirements to provide prior notice
and opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth in 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B), as such procedures
would be unnecessary and contrary to
the public interest. Such procedures
would be unnecessary because the rule
itself has been subject to notice and
comment, and all that remains is to
notify the public of the closure.

Allowing prior notice and
opportunity for public comment is
contrary to the public interest because
of the need to immediately implement
this action to protect the fishery since
the capacity of the fishing fleet allows
for rapid harvest of the quota. Prior
notice and opportunity for public
comment would require time and would
potentially result in a harvest well in
excess of the established quota.

For the aforementioned reasons, the
AA also finds good cause to waive the
30-day delay in the effectiveness of this
action under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3).

This action is taken under 50 CFR
622.43(a) and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: April 7, 2010.
Emily H. Menashes,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2010-8296 Filed 4-7-10; 4:15 pm]
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