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Agenda: To review and evaluate 
nominations as part of the selection process 
for awards. 

Reason for Closing: The nominations being 
reviewed include information of a personal 
nature where disclosure would constitute 
unwarranted invasions of personal privacy. 
These matters are exempt under 5 U.S.C. 
552b(c)(6) of the Government in the Sunshine 
Act. 

Dated: February 24, 2004. 
Susanne Bolton, 
Committee Management Officer. 
[FR Doc. 04–4378 Filed 2–26–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 7555–01–M 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[Docket No. 72–25] 

Foster Wheeler Environmental 
Corporation’s Proposed Idaho Spent 
Fuel Facility; Notice of Availability of 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission. 
ACTION: Notice of Availability of Final 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) is issuing a Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), 
‘‘Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Proposed Idaho Spent Fuel Facility 
at the Idaho National Engineering and 
Environmental Laboratory in Butte 
County, Idaho,’’ NUREG–1773, January 
2004. This FEIS was prepared to 
evaluate the environmental impacts of 
the Foster Wheeler Environmental 
Corporation (FWENC) proposal to 
construct and operate an independent 
spent fuel storage installation as 
described in it’s license application 
dated November 19, 2001, and docketed 
on June 27, 2002 (67 FR 43358). If 
approved, the proposed facility would 
be licensed in accordance with NRC 
regulations found at 10 CFR Part 72. 

The FEIS discusses the purpose and 
need for the proposed facility and 
reasonable alternatives to the proposed 
action, including the no-action 
alternative. The FEIS also discusses the 
environment potentially affected by the 
proposed facility, presents and 
compares the potential environmental 
impacts resulting from the proposed 
action and its alternatives, and 
identifies mitigation measures that 
could eliminate or lessen the potential 
environmental impacts. 

The FEIS is being issued as part of the 
NRC’s decision-making process on 
whether to issue a license to FWENC. 
Based on the evaluation in the FEIS, the 

NRC environmental review staff have 
concluded that the proposed action will 
have small effects on the public and 
existing environment. This FEIS reflects 
the final analysis of environmental 
impacts of FWENC’s proposal and it’s 
alternatives, including the consideration 
of public comments received by the 
NRC. In addition, the FEIS provides 
summaries of the substantive public 
comments on the draft EIS, and 
responses, as appropriate. 
ADDRESSES: The NRC maintains an 
Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS), which 
provides text and image files of NRC’s 
public documents. The FEIS and its 
appendices may be accessed through the 
NRC’s Public Electronic Reading Room 
on the Internet at http://www.nrc.gov/ 
reading-rm/adams.html. If you do not 
have access to ADAMS or if there are 
problems in accessing the documents 
located in ADAMS, contact the NRC 
Public Document Room (PDR) Reference 
staff at 1–800–397–4209, 301–415–4737, 
or by email to pdr@nrc.gov. The FEIS is 
also available for inspection at the 
Commission’s Public Document Room, 
U.S. NRC’s Headquarters Building, 
11555 Rockville Pike (first floor), 
Rockville, Maryland. Upon written 
request and to the extent supplies are 
available, a single copy of the FEIS can 
be obtained for a fee by writing to the 
Office of the Chief Information Officer, 
Reproduction and Distribution Services 
Section, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, DC 20555– 
0001; by electronic mail at 
DISTRIBUTION@nrc.gov; or by fax at 
(301) 415–2289. 

Information and documents 
associated with the Idaho Spent Fuel 
Facility project may also be obtained 
from the Internet on NRC’s Idaho Spent 
Fuel Facility Web page: http:// 
www.nrc.gov/waste/spent-fuel- 
storage.html (case sensitive). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
environmental review questions, please 
contact Matthew Blevins at (301) 415– 
7684. For questions related to the safety 
review or overall licensing of the Idaho 
Spent Fuel Facility, please contact 
Randall Hall at (301) 415–1336. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A 
Settlement Agreement dated October 17, 
1995, among the Department of Energy 
(DOE), the U.S. Navy, and the State of 
Idaho requires, among other things, the 
transfer and dry storage of spent nuclear 
fuel (SNF) until it can be removed from 
Idaho. As part of it’s efforts to meet the 
Settlement Agreement, the DOE has 
contracted with FWENC to design, 
license, construct, and operate the 
proposed Idaho Spent Fuel Facility for 

portions of the SNF currently in storage 
at the Idaho National Environmental 
and Engineering Laboratory (INEEL). 
Subsequently, FWENC submitted a 
license application to the NRC for the 
receipt, transfer, and storage of SNF at 
the proposed facility. The proposed 
facility would provide the ability to 
remove the SNF from existing canisters, 
place it in specially designed storage 
containers, then seal and place the 
loaded containers into interim storage. 
The new containers are designed to be 
compatible with transportation systems 
and with future permanent disposal 
systems. The proposed facility would 
store SNF and associated radioactive 
material from the Peach Bottom Unit 1 
High-Temperature Gas-Cooled Reactor, 
the Shippingport Atomic Power Station, 
and various Training, Research, and 
Isotope reactors built by General 
Atomics (TRIGA) reactors. The majority 
of this SNF is currently in storage at the 
Idaho Nuclear Technology Center 
located on the INEEL immediately 
adjacent to the proposed facility. DOE 
plans to transfer the SNF to the 
proposed facility using existing INEEL 
and DOE procedures. The transfers from 
DOE to the proposed facility would take 
place completely within the boundaries 
of the INEEL. Upon arrival at the 
proposed facility, the SNF would be (1) 
remotely removed from the containers 
in which it is currently stored, (2) 
visually inspected, (3) inventoried, (4) 
placed into new storage canisters, and 
(5) placed into interim dry storage. 

The FEIS for the proposed Idaho 
Spent Fuel Facility was prepared by the 
staff of the NRC and its contractor, 
Center for Nuclear Waste Regulatory 
Analyses, in compliance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), and the NRC’s regulations for 
implementing NEPA (10 CFR part 51). 
The proposed action involves a decision 
by NRC of whether to issue a license 
under the provisions of 10 CFR part 72 
that would authorize FWENC to receive, 
transfer, and store SNF and associated 
radioactive materials at the proposed 
facility. 

The NRC published a Notice of Intent 
to prepare an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) for the proposed Idaho 
Spent Fuel Facility and to hold a public 
scoping period in the Federal Register 
on July 26, 2002 (67 FR 48953). The 
NRC accepted scoping comments 
through September 16, 2002, and 
subsequently issued a Scoping 
Summary Report on December 2, 2002. 
The NRC published a draft EIS on June 
26, 2003, and provided an opportunity 
to comment until August 18, 2003 (68 
FR 38105, 68 FR 39940). 
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The FEIS describes the proposed 
action and alternatives to the proposed 
action, including the no-action 
alternative. The FEIS assesses the 
impacts of the proposed action and its 
alternatives on human health, air 
quality, water resources, waste 
management, geology, noise, ecology, 
land use, cultural resources, 
socioeconomics, accident impacts, and 
environmental justice. Additionally, the 
FEIS analyzes and compares the costs 
and benefits of the proposed action. 

After weighing the impacts, costs, and 
benefits of the proposed action and 
comparing alternatives (see Sections 2.6, 
4.15, and 7 of the FEIS), the NRC staff, 
in accordance with 10 CFR 51.91 (d), 
sets forth its final NEPA 
recommendation regarding the proposed 
action. The NRC staff recommend that, 
unless safety issues mandate otherwise, 
the action called for is the issuance of 
the proposed license to FWENC. In this 
regard, the NRC staff concludes (i) the 
applicable environmental monitoring 
program described in Section 6 of the 
FEIS, and (ii) the proposed mitigation 
measures discussed in Section 5 of the 
FEIS would eliminate or substantially 
lessen any potential adverse 
environmental impacts associated with 
the proposed action. 

The NRC staff has concluded that the 
overall benefits of the proposed Idaho 
Spent Fuel Facility outweigh the 
disadvantages and costs, based on 
consideration of the following: 
—The proposed Idaho Spent Fuel 

Facility will have small impacts on 
the physical environment and human 
communities in the vicinity. Long- 
term impacts of the no-action 
alternative are likely to be similar to 
the impacts of the proposed action. 

—The proposed action is designed to 
support the INEEL mission and 
comply with agreements and 
commitments negotiated by DOE, 
including the 1995 Settlement 
Agreement among DOE, the State of 
Idaho, and the U.S. Navy to remove 
SNF from Idaho by 2035. 

—Currently, most of the SNF to be 
received by the proposed Idaho Spent 
Fuel Facility is stored at the Idaho 
Nuclear Technology Center. Transfer 
distances from current storage 
locations to the proposed facility are 
relatively short. 

—The current storage configuration 
does not prepare the SNF for 
shipment from INEEL to a national 
HLW repository. 
NRC staff in the Spent Fuel Project 

Office are currently completing the 
licensing and safety review of FWENC’s 
proposed action. The final licensing 

decision is currently scheduled for the 
Spring of 2004. 

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 3rd day 
of February 2004. 

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
Lawrence E. Kokajko, 
Chief, Environmental and Performance 
Assessment Branch, Division of Waste 
Management, Office of Nuclear Material 
Safety and Safeguards. 
[FR Doc. E4–413 Filed 2–26–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 7590–01–P 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

Advisory Committee on Reactor 
Safeguards Meeting of the ACRS 
Subcommittee on Reliability and 
Probabilistic Risk Assessment; Notice 
of Meeting 

The ACRS Subcommittee on 
Reliability and Probabilistic Risk 
Assessment will hold a meeting on 
March 25, 2004, Room T–2B1, 11545 
Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland. 

The entire meeting will be open to 
public attendance. 

The agenda for the subject meeting 
shall be as follows: 

Thursday, March 25, 2004—1 p.m. 
Until the Conclusion of Business 

The purpose of this meeting is to 
discuss the NRC staff’s draft action plan 
for the implementation of the phased 
approach to PRA Quality. The 
Subcommittee will hear presentations 
by and hold discussions with 
representatives of the NRC staff 
regarding this matter. The 
Subcommittee will gather information, 
analyze relevant issues and facts, and 
formulate proposed positions and 
actions, as appropriate, for deliberation 
by the full Committee. 

Members of the public desiring to 
provide oral statements and/or written 
comments should notify the Designated 
Federal Official, Mr. Michael R. 
Snodderly (telephone: 301–415–6927) 
five days prior to the meeting, if 
possible, so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made. Electronic 
recordings will be permitted during the 
meeting. 

Further information regarding this 
meeting can be obtained by contacting 
the Designated Federal Official between 
7:30 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. (ET). Persons 
planning to attend this meeting are 
urged to contact the above named 
individual at least two working days 
prior to the meeting to be advised of any 
potential changes to the agenda. 

Dated: February 23, 2004. 
Sam Duraiswamy, 
Acting Associate Director for Technical 
Support, ACRS/ACNW. 
[FR Doc. E4–414 Filed 2–26–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 7590–01–P 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

[Docket Nos. (as shown in the Attachment), 
License Nos. (as shown in the Attachment), 
EA–03–009] 

In the Matter of All Pressurized Water 
Reactor Licensees; First Revised 
Order Modifying Licenses 

I 
The Licensees identified in the 

Attachment to this Order hold licenses 
issued by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC or Commission) 
authorizing operation of pressurized 
water reactor (PWR) nuclear power 
plants in accordance with the Atomic 
Energy Act of 1954 and title 10 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) 
part 50. 

II 
The reactor pressure vessel (RPV) 

heads of PWRs have penetrations for 
control rod drive mechanisms and 
instrumentation systems. Nickel-based 
alloys (e.g., Alloy 600) are used in the 
penetration nozzles and related welds. 
Primary coolant water and the operating 
conditions of PWR plants can cause 
cracking of these nickel-based alloys 
through a process called primary water 
stress corrosion cracking (PWSCC). The 
susceptibility of RPV head penetrations 
to PWSCC appears to be strongly linked 
to the operating time and temperature of 
the RPV head. Problems related to 
PWSCC have, therefore, increased as 
plants have operated for longer periods 
of time. Inspections of the RPV head 
nozzles at the Oconee Nuclear Station, 
Units 2 and 3 (Oconee), in early 2001 
identified circumferential cracking of 
the nozzles above the J-groove weld, 
which joins the nozzle to the RPV head. 
Circumferential cracking above the J- 
groove weld is a safety concern because 
of the possibility of a nozzle ejection if 
the circumferential cracking is not 
detected and repaired. 

Section XI of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers Boiler and 
Pressure Vessel Code (ASME Code), 
which is incorporated into NRC 
regulations by 10 CFR 50.55a, ‘‘Codes 
and standards,’’ currently specifies that 
inspections of the RPV head need only 
include a visual check for leakage on the 
insulated surface or surrounding area. 
These inspections may not detect small 
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