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network is intended to address the 
following purpose: 

1. Support the city’s growth and 
development needs; 

2. Better serve existing transit riders 
and stem and reverse the trend toward 
transit mode share loss; and 

3. Improve the operational efficiency 
and cost effectiveness of the 
transportation system. 

A BRT network can meet those goals 
by: 

• Improving transit levels of service 
cost effectively; 

• Strengthening rapid transit services; 
• Raising the cost effectiveness of 

Muni service and operational efficiency 
of transit preferential streets; and 

• Contributing to the livability of BRT 
corridors. 

IV. Alternatives 

Alternatives to be reviewed in the EIS 
include a (1) combined No-Project/ 
Transportation Systems Management 
(TSM) Alternative, which would 
include low-cost improvements to 
corridor bus services, such as bus stop 
amenities and limited transit signal 
priority; (2) a Geary BRT Alternative, 
which will include design options for 
the configuration of the BRT transitway 
and stations; and (3) any additional 
reasonable alternatives that emerge from 
the study process. 

The No-Project/TSM Alternative 
assumes a 2015 condition of land use 
and transit capital and service 
improvements that are programmed or 
planned to be implemented by the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency (SFMTA) (which includes the 
San Francisco Municipal Railway and 
the Department of Parking and Traffic), 
and other transit providers in the study 
area (e.g., Golden Gate Transit and the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit District, or 
BART, a regional rail service provider). 
For transit, these include upgraded bus 
stops and passenger information/ 
communication systems. Other transit 
improvements could include advanced 
traffic signal priority systems on Muni 
vehicles, rationalizing the allocation of 
limited vs. local Muni service in the 
corridor, expanding Muni service hours 
to 7 p.m. on weekdays, and enhanced 
Muni transit shelters and signage. 

The Geary BRT Alternative would 
include, among other features: 

• Dedicated transit lanes within the 
existing Geary Boulevard right-of-way; 

• Sheltered, low-platform passenger 
stations with real-time bus arrival 
passenger information signs, lighting, 
and fare ticketing machines; 

• Off-vehicle self-service fare vending 
and on-board proof-of-payment 
verification; and 

• Advanced transit traffic signal 
priority and traffic management systems 
to reduce bus delays at signalized 
intersections yet maintain acceptable 
traffic flow. 

Preferred spacing for passenger 
stations would be an average of one-half 
mile between stops, with local bus 
stations located every 800 to 1000 feet. 
BRT transitway and station 
improvements would be made entirely 
within existing public rights-of-way; 
improvements outside of existing 
public-rights of way are not anticipated 
with the possible exception of required 
improvements to existing Muni bus 
storage and maintenance facilities and 
to off-alignment intersections for 
mitigation of project impacts. Variations 
in the cross-section for the BRT 
transitway and the locations of stations 
are anticipated and would comprise 
design options for the basic BRT 
alignment. A two-way transitway either 
in the median of Geary Boulevard or 
along the outside curbs (one eastbound 
BRT lane along the south curb/parking 
lane; one westbound BRT lane along the 
north curb/parking lane) and, 
correspondingly, stations in the median 
or as extensions of the sidewalk were 
considered in the Geary BRT feasibility 
study and warrant further evaluation as 
part of the EIS and alternatives analysis. 
All BRT alternatives considered would 
be designed to be ‘‘rail-ready’’ in terms 
of vertical and horizontal clearances and 
operational requirements. 

The Authority, in association with 
SFMTA, will evaluate the procurement 
of modern low-floor high-capacity 
vehicles that would be assigned to the 
BRT service and have added features, 
such as two-sided, multi-door access, 
passenger station docking assist, and 
other amenities. Streetscape 
improvements, such as enhanced 
landscaping and pedestrian access along 
Geary Boulevard, are also included in 
the proposed BRT project. 

V. Probable Effects 
The EIS will evaluate and fully 

disclose the environmental 
consequences of the construction and 
operation of a fixed guideway transit 
system in the Geary Transit Corridor. 
The EIS will evaluate the impacts of all 
reasonable alternatives on land use, 
zoning, residential and business 
displacements, parklands, economic 
development, community disruptions, 
environmental justice, aesthetics, noise, 
vegetation, water quality, wetlands, 
waterways, floodplains, hazardous 
waste materials, and cultural, historic, 
and archaeological resources. To ensure 
that all significant issues related to this 
proposed action are identified and 

addressed, scoping comments and 
suggestions on more specific issues of 
environmental or community impact are 
invited from all interested parties. 
Comments and questions should be 
directed to The Authority as noted in 
the ADDRESSES section above. 

VI. FTA Procedures 

The EIS will be prepared in 
accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA), as amended, and its 
implementing regulations by the 
Council on Environmental Quality 
(CEQ) (40 CFR parts 1500–1508) and by 
the FTA and Federal Highway 
Administration (‘‘Environmental Impact 
and Related Procedures’’ at 23 CFR part 
771). In accordance with FTA regulation 
and policy, the NEPA process will also 
address the requirements of other 
applicable environmental laws, 
regulations, and executive orders, 
including, but not limited to: Federal 
transit laws [49 U.S.C. 5301(e), 5323(b), 
and 5324(b)], Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, 
Section 4(f) (‘‘Protection of Public 
Lands’’) of the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. 303), 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act, and the Executive Orders on 
Environmental Justice, Floodplain 
Management, and Protection of 
Wetlands. 

Issued on November 19, 2008. 
Leslie T. Rogers, 
Regional Administrator, Region IX, Federal 
Transit Administration. 
[FR Doc. E8–27868 Filed 11–21–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–57–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Maritime Administration 

[Docket No. MARAD 2008 0106] 

Requested Administrative Waiver of 
the Coastwise Trade Laws 

AGENCY: Maritime Administration, 
Department of Transportation. 
ACTION: Invitation for public comments 
on a requested administrative waiver of 
the Coastwise Trade Laws for the vessel 
BIKINI KIM. 

SUMMARY: As authorized by 46 U.S.C. 
12121, the Secretary of Transportation, 
as represented by the Maritime 
Administration (MARAD), is authorized 
to grant waivers of the U.S.-build 
requirement of the coastwise laws under 
certain circumstances. A request for 
such a waiver has been received by 
MARAD. The vessel, and a brief 
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description of the proposed service, is 
listed below. 

The complete application is given in 
DOT docket MARAD–2008–0106 at 
http://www.regulations.gov. Interested 
parties may comment on the effect this 
action may have on U.S. vessel builders 
or businesses in the U.S. that use U.S.- 
flag vessels. If MARAD determines, in 
accordance with 46 U.S.C. 12121 and 
MARAD’s regulations at 46 CFR Part 
388 (68 FR 23084; April 30, 2003), that 
the issuance of the waiver will have an 
unduly adverse effect on a U.S.-vessel 
builder or a business that uses U.S.-flag 
vessels in that business, a waiver will 
not be granted. Comments should refer 
to the docket number of this notice and 
the vessel name in order for MARAD to 
properly consider the comments. 
Comments should also state the 
commenter’s interest in the waiver 
application, and address the waiver 
criteria given in § 388.4 of MARAD’s 
regulations at 46 CFR Part 388. 
DATES: Submit comments on or before 
December 24, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to 
docket number MARAD–2008–0106. 
Written comments may be submitted by 
hand or by mail to the Docket Clerk, 
U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Docket Operations, M–30, West 
Building Ground Floor, Room W12–140, 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE., 
Washington, DC 20590. You may also 
send comments electronically via the 
Internet at http://www.regulations.gov. 
All comments will become part of this 
docket and will be available for 
inspection and copying at the above 
address between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
E.T., Monday through Friday, except 
federal holidays. An electronic version 
of this document and all documents 
entered into this docket is available on 
the World Wide Web at http:// 
www.regulations.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Joann Spittle, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Maritime 
Administration, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue, SE., Room W21–203, 
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone 202– 
366–5979. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As 
described by the applicant the intended 
service of the vessel BIKINI KIM is: 

Intended Use: ‘‘Snorkeling, sailing 
instruction, pleasure sailing, overnight 
anchoraging.’’ 

Geographic Region: ‘‘Hawaii Islands.’’ 

Privacy Act 
Anyone is able to search the 

electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 

comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume 
65, Number 70; Pages 19477–78). 

Dated: November 17, 2008. 
By order of the Maritime Administrator. 

Leonard Sutter, 
Secretary, Maritime Administration. 
[FR Doc. E8–27821 Filed 11–21–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–81–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Maritime Administration 

[Docket No. MARAD 2008 0107] 

Requested Administrative Waiver of 
the Coastwise Trade Laws 

AGENCY: Maritime Administration, 
Department of Transportation. 
ACTION: Invitation for public comments 
on a requested administrative waiver of 
the Coastwise Trade Laws for the vessel 
SINGAWING. 

SUMMARY: As authorized by 46 U.S.C. 
12121, the Secretary of Transportation, 
as represented by the Maritime 
Administration (MARAD), is authorized 
to grant waivers of the U.S.-build 
requirement of the coastwise laws under 
certain circumstances. A request for 
such a waiver has been received by 
MARAD. The vessel, and a brief 
description of the proposed service, is 
listed below. 

The complete application is given in 
DOT docket MARAD–2008–0107 at 
http://www.regulations.gov. Interested 
parties may comment on the effect this 
action may have on U.S. vessel builders 
or businesses in the U.S. that use U.S.- 
flag vessels. If MARAD determines, in 
accordance with 46 U.S.C. 12121 and 
MARAD’s regulations at 46 CFR part 
388 (68 FR 23084; April 30, 2003), that 
the issuance of the waiver will have an 
unduly adverse effect on a U.S.-vessel 
builder or a business that uses U.S.-flag 
vessels in that business, a waiver will 
not be granted. Comments should refer 
to the docket number of this notice and 
the vessel name in order for MARAD to 
properly consider the comments. 
Comments should also state the 
commenter’s interest in the waiver 
application, and address the waiver 
criteria given in § 388.4 of MARAD’s 
regulations at 46 CFR Part 388. 
DATES: Submit comments on or before 
December 24, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to 
docket number MARAD–2008–0107. 

Written comments may be submitted by 
hand or by mail to the Docket Clerk, 
U.S. Department of Transportation, 
Docket Operations, M–30, West 
Building Ground Floor, Room W12–140, 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE., 
Washington, DC 20590. You may also 
send comments electronically via the 
Internet at http://www.regulations.gov. 
All comments will become part of this 
docket and will be available for 
inspection and copying at the above 
address between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
E.T., Monday through Friday, except 
federal holidays. An electronic version 
of this document and all documents 
entered into this docket is available on 
the World Wide Web at http:// 
www.regulations.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Joann Spittle, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Maritime 
Administration, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue, SE., Room W21–203, 
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone 202– 
366–5979. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As 
described by the applicant the intended 
service of the vessel SINGAWING is: 

Intended Use: ‘‘6 passenger charters 
upon the inside passage from Olympia 
to Ketchican Alaska.’’ 

Geographic Region: ‘‘Alaska.’’ 

Privacy Act 
Anyone is able to search the 

electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume 
65, Number 70; Pages 19477–78). 

Dated: November 17, 2008. 
By order of the Maritime Administrator. 

Leonard Sutter, 
Secretary, Maritime Administration. 
[FR Doc. E8–27822 Filed 11–21–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–81–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Admnistration 

Office of Hazardous Materials Safety; 
Notice of Applications for Modification 
of Special Permit 

AGENCY: Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA), DOT. 
ACTION: List of applications for 
modification of special permit. 
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