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an opportunity for oral comment and a
public hearing, they should notify FRA,
in writing, before the end of the
comment period and specify the basis
for their request.

All communications concerning these
proceedings should identify the
appropriate docket number and may be
submitted at www.regulations.gov.
Follow the online instructions for
submitting comments.

Communications received by October
21, 2024 will be considered by FRA
before final action is taken. Comments
received after that date will be
considered if practicable.

Anyone can search the electronic
form of any written communications
and comments received into any of the
Department of Transportation’s (DOT)
dockets by the name of the individual
submitting the comment (or signing the
document, if submitted on behalf of an
association, business, labor union, etc.).
Under 5 U.S.C. 553(c), DOT solicits
comments from the public to better
inform its processes. DOT posts these
comments, without edit, including any
personal information the commenter
provides, to www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at www.transportation.gov/
privacy. See also https://
www.regulations.gov/privacy-notice for
the privacy notice of regulations.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC.

John Karl Alexy,

Associate Administrator for Railroad Safety,
Chief Safety Officer.

[FR Doc. 2024-18717 Filed 8—-20-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket Number FRA-2002-12409]

Petition for Extension of Waiver of
Compliance

Under part 211 of title 49 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR), this
document provides the public notice
that by letter dated July 17, 2024, Port
Authority Trans-Hudson Corporation
(PATH) petitioned the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) to extend the
existing waiver of compliance from
certain provisions of the Federal
railroad safety regulations contained at
49 CFR part 238 (Passenger Equipment
Safety Standards). The relevant Docket
Number is FRA-2002-12409.

Specifically, PATH requests
continued relief from § 238.305(c)(10)
and (d), Interior calendar day

mechanical inspection of passenger
cars, and § 238.317(a)(1), Class II brake
test, for its fleet of passenger vehicles.
PATH seeks an extension of its waiver
from the requirement that a car must be
removed from service on the day
following its calendar day interior
mechanical inspection and seeks
permission for a car to remain in service
up to eight calendar days following
notification, so the car can be brought to
the PATH running repair or main repair
facility. In support of this request,
PATH states that “due to the confined
geography of the system and limited
track storage areas, cutting cars from
consists . . . cannot be done during the
workday without having significant
adverse effect upon passenger service.”

Further, PATH requests continued
relief from the requirement to perform a
Class II brake test during specific
periods of time at terminal locations.
PATH explains that terminal dwell
times are less than five minutes and
“the [clonductor does not have adequate
time to remain at the rear of the train
while the [e]ngineer changes operating
position to perform the [blrake [t]est,
and then walk forward to the conductor
operating position between the first and
second car.” In support of its request,
PATH states that “the typical train will
undergo a Class II test approximately
ten times every day.”

A copy of the petition, as well as any
written communications concerning the
petition, is available for review online at
www.regulations.gov.

Interested parties are invited to
participate in these proceedings by
submitting written views, data, or
comments. FRA does not anticipate
scheduling a public hearing in
connection with these proceedings since
the facts do not appear to warrant a
hearing. If any interested party desires
an opportunity for oral comment and a
public hearing, they should notify FRA,
in writing, before the end of the
comment period and specify the basis
for their request.

All communications concerning these
proceedings should identify the
appropriate docket number and may be
submitted at www.regulations.gov.
Follow the online instructions for
submitting comments.

Communications received by October
21, 2024 will be considered by FRA
before final action is taken. Comments
received after that date will be
considered if practicable. Anyone can
search the electronic form of any written
communications and comments
received into any of the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s (DOT)
dockets by the name of the individual
submitting the comment (or signing the

document, if submitted on behalf of an
association, business, labor union, etc.).
Under 5 U.S.C. 553(c), DOT solicits
comments from the public to better
inform its processes. DOT posts these
comments, without edit, including any
personal information the commenter
provides, to www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at https://
www.transportation.gov/privacy. See
also https://www.regulations.gov/
privacy-notice for the privacy notice of
regulations.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC.
John Karl Alexy,
Associate Administrator for Railroad Safety
Chief Safety Officer.
[FR Doc. 2024—-18718 Filed 8—20-24; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

Petition for Exemption From the
Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention
Standard; American Honda Motor Co.,
Inc.

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA),
Department of Transportation (DOT).
ACTION: Grant of petition for exemption.

SUMMARY: This document grants in full
the American Honda Motor Co., Inc.’s
(Honda) petition for exemption from the
Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention
Standard (theft prevention standard) for
its Acura (confidential) vehicle line
beginning in model year (MY) 2025. The
petition is granted because the agency
has determined that the antitheft device
to be placed on the line as standard
equipment is likely to be as effective in
reducing and deterring motor vehicle
theft as compliance with the parts-
marking requirements of the theft
prevention standard. Honda also
requested confidential treatment for
specific information in its petition.
Therefore, no confidential information
provided for purposes of this notice has
been disclosed.

DATES: The exemption granted by this
notice is effective beginning with the
2025 model year.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carlita Ballard, Office of International
Policy, Fuel Economy, and Consumer
Programs, NHTSA, West Building,
W43-439, NRM-310, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590. Ms.
Ballard’s phone number is (202) 366—
5222. Her fax number is (202) 493—2990.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under 49
U.S.C. chapter 331, the Secretary of
Transportation (and the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) by delegation) is required to
promulgate a theft prevention standard
to provide for the identification of
certain motor vehicles and their major
replacement parts to impede motor
vehicle theft. NHTSA promulgated
regulations at 49 CFR part 541 (theft
prevention standard) to require parts-
marking for specified passenger motor
vehicles and light trucks. Pursuant to 49
U.S.C. 33106, manufacturers that are
subject to the parts-marking
requirements may petition the Secretary
of Transportation for an exemption for
a line of passenger motor vehicles
equipped with an antitheft device as
standard equipment that the Secretary
decides is likely to be as effective in
reducing and deterring motor vehicle
theft as compliance with the parts-
marking requirements. In accordance
with this statute, NHTSA promulgated
49 CFR part 543, which establishes the
process through which manufacturers
may seek an exemption from the theft
prevention standard.

49 CFR 543.5 provides general
submission requirements for petitions
and states that each manufacturer may
petition NHTSA for an exemption of
one vehicle line per model year. Among
other requirements, manufacturers must
identify whether the exemption is
sought under section 543.6 or section
543.7. Under section 543.6, a
manufacturer may request an exemption
by providing specific information about
the antitheft device, its capabilities, and
the reasons the petitioner believes the
device to be as effective at reducing and
deterring theft as compliance with the
parts-marking requirements. Section
543.7 permits a manufacturer to request
an exemption under a more streamlined
process if the vehicle line is equipped
with an antitheft device (an
“immobilizer”’) as standard equipment
that complies with one of the standards
specified in that section.?

149 CFR 543.7 specifies that the manufacturer
must include a statement that their entire vehicle
line is equipped with an immobilizer that meets
one of the following standards:

(1) The performance criteria (subsections 8
through 21) of C.R.C, c. 1038.114, Theft Protection
and Rollaway Prevention (in effect March 30, 2011),
as excerpted in appendix A of [part 543];

(2) National Standard of Canada CAN/ULC—-
S338-98, Automobile Theft Deterrent Equipment
and Systems: Electronic Immobilization (May
1998);

(3) United Nations Economic Commission for
Europe (UN/ECE) Regulation No. 97 (ECE R97),
Uniform Provisions Concerning Approval of
Vehicle Alarm System (VAS) and Motor Vehicles
with Regard to Their Alarm System (AS) in effect
August 8, 2007; or

Section 543.8 establishes
requirements for processing petitions for
exemption from the theft prevention
standard. As stated in section 543.8(a),
NHTSA processes any complete
exemption petition. If NHTSA receives
an incomplete petition, NHTSA will
notify the petitioner of the deficiencies.
Once NHTSA receives a complete
petition the agency will process it and,
in accordance with section 543.8(b),
will grant the petition if it determines
that, based upon substantial evidence,
the standard equipment antitheft device
is likely to be as effective in reducing
and deterring motor vehicle theft as
compliance with the parts-marking
requirements of part 541.

Section 543.8(c) requires NHTSA to
issue its decision either to grant or to
deny an exemption petition not later
than 120 days after the date on which
a complete petition is filed. If NHTSA
does not make a decision within the
120-day period, the petition shall be
deemed to be approved and the
manufacturer shall be exempt from the
standard for the line covered by the
petition for the subsequent model year.2
Exemptions granted under part 543
apply only to the vehicle line or lines
that are subject to the grant and that are
equipped with the antitheft device on
which the line’s exemption was based,
and are effective for the model year
beginning after the model year in which
NHTSA issues the notice of exemption,
unless the notice of exemption specifies
a later year.

Sections 543.8(f) and (g) apply to the
manner in which NHTSA’s decisions on
petitions are to be made known. Under
section 543.8(f), if the petition is sought
under section 543.6, NHTSA publishes
a notice of its decision to grant or deny
the exemption petition in the Federal
Register and notifies the petitioner in
writing. Under section 543.8(g), if the
petition is sought under section 543.7,
NHTSA notifies the petitioner in writing
of the agency’s decision to grant or deny
the exemption petition.

This grant of petition for exemption
considers American Honda Motor Co.,
Inc.’s (Honda) petition for its Acura
(confidential) vehicle line beginning in
MY 2025.

I. Specific Petition Content
Requirements Under 49 CFR 543.6

Pursuant to 49 CFR part 543,
Exemption from Vehicle Theft
Prevention, Honda petitioned for an
exemption for its specified vehicle line

(4) UN/ECE Regulation No. 116 (ECE R116),
Uniform Technical Prescriptions Concerning the
Protection of Motor Vehicles Against Unauthorized
Use in effect on February 10, 2009.

249 U.S.C. 33106(d).

from the parts-marking requirements of
the theft prevention standard, beginning
in MY 2025. Honda petitioned under 49
CFR 543.6, Petition: Specific content
requirements, which, as described
above, requires manufacturers to
provide specific information about the
antitheft device installed as standard
equipment on all vehicles in the line for
which an exemption is sought, the
antitheft device’s capabilities, and the
reasons the petitioner believes the
device to be as effective at reducing and
deterring theft as compliance with the
parts-marking requirements.

More specifically, section 543.6(a)(1)
requires petitions to include a statement
that an antitheft device will be installed
as standard equipment on all vehicles in
the line for which the exemption is
sought. Under section 543.6(a)(2), each
petition must list each component in the
antitheft system, and include a diagram
showing the location of each of those
components within the vehicle. As
required by section 543.6(a)(3), each
petition must include an explanation of
the means and process by which the
device is activated and functions,
including any aspect of the device
designed to: (1) facilitate or encourage
its activation by motorists; (2) attract
attention to the efforts of an
unauthorized person to enter or move a
vehicle by means other than a key; (3)
prevent defeating or circumventing the
device by an unauthorized person
attempting to enter a vehicle by means
other than a key; (4) prevent the
operation of a vehicle which an
unauthorized person has entered using
means other than a key; and (5) ensure
the reliability and durability of the
device.?

In addition to providing information
about the antitheft device and its
functionality, petitioners must also
submit the reasons for their belief that
the antitheft device will be effective in
reducing and deterring motor vehicle
theft, including any theft data and other
data that are available to the petitioner
and form a basis for that belief,# and the
reasons for their belief that the agency
should determine that the antitheft
device is likely to be as effective as
compliance with the parts-marking
requirements of part 541 in reducing
and deterring motor vehicle theft. In
support of this belief, the petitioners
should include any statistical data that
are available to the petitioner and form
the basis for the petitioner’s belief that
a line of passenger motor vehicles
equipped with the antitheft device is
likely to have a theft rate equal to or less

349 CFR 543.6(a)(3).
449 CFR 543.6(a)(4).
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than that of passenger motor vehicles of
the same, or a similar line which have
parts marked in compliance with part
541.5

The following sections describe
Honda’s petition information provided
pursuant to 49 CFR part 543, Exemption
from Vehicle Theft Prevention. To the
extent that specific information in
Honda’s petition is subject to a properly
filed confidentiality request, that
information was not disclosed as part of
this notice.®

II. Honda’s Petition for Exemption

In a petition dated March 19, 2024,
Honda requested an exemption from the
parts-marking requirements of the theft
prevention standard for the Acura
(confidential) vehicle line beginning
with MY 2025.

In its petition, Honda provided a
detailed description and diagram of the
identity, design, and location of the
components of the antitheft device for
the Acura (confidential) vehicle line.
Honda stated that its MY 2025 Acura
(confidential) vehicle line will be
installed with an ignition immobilizer
device as standard equipment, as
required by 543.6(a)(1). Honda stated
that it will offer a “smart entry remote”
(keyless key) system on its vehicle line.
Honda also stated that the Acura
(confidential) vehicle line will offer two
types of remotes, one with remote
engine start and one without remote
start. Key components of the antitheft
system will include a passive
immobilizer, “smart entry” remote,
powertrain control module (PCM), and
body control module (BCM). Honda
further stated that its vehicle line will
be installed with a vehicle security
alarm system as standard equipment
which will activate a visible and audible
alarm whenever unauthorized access is
attempted.

Pursuant to Section 543.6(a)(3),
Honda explained that its “smart entry
and start” system is part of the normal
operation of the ignition key and
activates automatically when the
ignition switch is in the “OFF” position.
Honda further explained that if a smart
entry remote without a matching code is
within operating range and the engine
start/stop button is pressed, the PCM
will prevent fueling of the engine and
the engine will be inoperable. Honda
also stated that the immobilizer system
is deactivated when a valid smart entry
remote and matching codes are verified,
allowing the engine to continue normal
operations. Honda further stated that the
security indicator flashes continuously

549 CFR 543.6(a)(5).
649 CFR 512.20(a).

when the immobilizer is activated, and
turns off when it is deactivated.

Honda stated that the audible and
visible vehicle security alarm system
installed on its Acura (confidential)
vehicles will monitor any attempts of
unauthorized entry and attract attention
to an unauthorized person attempting to
enter its vehicles without the use of a
‘“smart entry’’ remote or its built-in
mechanical door key. Specifically,
Honda stated that whenever an attempt
is made to open one of its vehicle doors,
hood or trunk without using the “smart
entry” remote or turning a key in the
key cylinder to disarm the vehicle, the
vehicle’s horn will sound and its lights
will flash. Honda stated that its vehicle
security system is activated when all of
the doors are locked and the hood and
trunk are closed and locked. Honda
further stated that its vehicle security
system is deactivated by using the key
fob buttons to unlock the vehicle doors
or having the “smart entry” remote
within operating range when the
operator grabs either of the vehicle’s
front door handles.

Honda also stated that in addition to
the standard security system on all 2025
MY Acura (confidential) models,
additional security features include
counterfeit resistant vehicle
identification number (VIN) plates,
secondary VINs, a hood release located
inside the vehicle, and its smart entry
remote will utilize rolling codes for the
lock and unlock functions of its
vehicles.

As required in section 543.6(a)(3)(v),
Honda provided information on the
reliability and durability of its proposed
device. To ensure reliability and
durability of the device, Honda
provided a list of requirements for the
characteristics and durability testing
along with its results. Honda stated that
its device does not require the presence
of a “smart entry”’ remote battery to
function nor does it have any moving
parts (i.e., the PCM, BCM, “‘smart entry”’
remote and the corresponding electrical
components found within its own
housing units), which it believes
reduces the chance for deterioration and
wear from normal use.

Honda believes that installation of the
antitheft immobilizer device as standard
equipment reduces the vehicle theft rate
by making conventional methods of
theft obsolete, i.e., punching out the
steering column or hot-wiring the
ignition. Additionally, Honda stated
that because its confidential vehicle is a
new model to the Acura brand, there is
no existing data supporting the
effectiveness of the immobilizer system
for this specific new model. Honda also
stated that the immobilizer installed on

its confidential line is installed in its
2003-2014 MY Acura RDX vehicles.
Honda believes the system’s
effectiveness in the new Acura model
will perform similarly in reducing and
deterring theft as the system did for the
2003-2014 MY RDX. Honda referenced
the Highway Loss Data Institute’s
(HLDI) information for certain
applicable years for the Acura RDX’s
theft rate data to support this argument.
In accordance with 49 CFR 543.6(a)(5),
Honda stated that the Acura RDX and
Acura (confidential) vehicle lines are
similar in such that they both occupy
the entry level luxury passenger vehicle
market and are equipped in comparable
configurations. In addition, Honda
stated that the immobilizer system in
the MY 2025 Acura (confidential) is
similar in design and function to the
immobilizer system installed in the
Acura RDX. Honda further stated that
data for the Acura RDX shows a low
theft rate and has performed
consistently over various years. Honda
stated that the immobilizer on its
proposed vehicle will be no less
effective than similar designed
immobilizer systems applied to the MY
2014 Civic, 2015 Accord, 2016 CR-V,
2017 Pilot, 2018 MDX, 2019 Passport,
2020 TLX, 2021 HR-V, 2022 RDX and
the 2023 Integra, all of which have been
granted exemptions by the agency.

II1. Decision To Grant the Petition

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 33106 and 49
CFR 543.8(b), the agency grants a
petition for exemption from the parts-
marking requirements of part 541, either
in whole or in part, if it determines that,
based upon substantial evidence, the
standard equipment antitheft device is
likely to be as effective in reducing and
deterring motor vehicle theft as
compliance with the parts-marking
requirements of part 541. The agency
finds that Honda has provided adequate
support for its belief that the antitheft
device for its vehicle line is likely to be
as effective in reducing and deterring
motor vehicle theft as compliance with
the parts-marking requirements of the
theft prevention standard. This
conclusion is based on the information
Honda provided about its antitheft
device. NHTSA believes, based on
Honda’s supporting evidence, the
antitheft device described for its vehicle
line is likely to be as effective in
reducing and deterring motor vehicle
theft as compliance with the parts-
marking requirements of the theft
prevention standard.

The agency concludes that Honda’s
antitheft device will provide the five
types of performance features listed in
section 543.6(a)(3): promoting
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activation; attracting attention to the
efforts of unauthorized persons to enter
or operate a vehicle by means other than
a key; preventing defeat or
circumvention of the device by
unauthorized persons; preventing
operation of the vehicle by
unauthorized entrants; and ensuring the
reliability and durability of the device.

The agency notes that 49 CFR part
541, Appendix A-1, identifies those
lines that are exempted from the theft
prevention standard for a given model
year. 49 CFR 543.8(f) contains
publication requirements incident to the
disposition of all part 543 petitions.
Advanced listing, including the release
of future product nameplates, the
beginning model year for which the
petition is granted and a general
description of the antitheft device is
necessary in order to notify law
enforcement agencies of new vehicle
lines exempted from the parts-marking
requirements of the theft prevention
standard.

If Honda decides not to use the
exemption for its requested vehicle line,
the manufacturer must formally notify
the agency. If such a decision is made,
the line must be fully marked as
required by 49 CFR 541.5 and 541.6
(marking of major component parts and
replacement parts).

NHTSA notes that if Honda wishes in
the future to modify the device on
which this exemption is based, the
company may have to submit a petition
to modify the exemption. Section
543.8(d) states that a part 543 exemption
applies only to vehicles that belong to
a line exempted under this part and
equipped with the antitheft device on
which the line’s exemption is based.
Further, section 543.10(c)(2) provides
for the submission of petitions “to
modify an exemption to permit the use
of an antitheft device similar to but
differing from the one specified in the
exemption.”

The agency wishes to minimize the
administrative burden that section
543.10(c)(2) could place on exempted
vehicle manufacturers and itself. The
agency did not intend in drafting part
543 to require the submission of a
modification petition for every change
to the components or design of an
antitheft device. The significance of
many such changes could be de
minimis. Therefore, NHTSA suggests
that if Honda contemplates making any
changes, the effects of which might be
characterized as de minimis, it should
consult the agency before preparing and
submitting a petition to modify.

For the foregoing reasons, the agency
hereby grants in full Honda’s petition
for exemption for the Acura

(confidential) vehicle line from the
parts-marking requirements of 49 CFR
part 541, beginning with its MY 2025
vehicles.

Issued under authority delegated in
49 CFR 1.95 and 501.8.

Raymond R. Posten,
Associate Administrator for Rulemaking.
[FR Doc. 2024-18713 Filed 8—20-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Information Collection
Renewal; Comment Request; Release
of Non-Public Information

AGENCY: Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency (OCC), Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for comment.

SUMMARY: The OCGC, as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites
comment on a continuing information
collection, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA). In
accordance with the requirements of the
PRA, the OCC may not conduct or
sponsor, and the respondent is not
required to respond to, an information
collection unless it displays a currently
valid Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) control number. The OCC is
soliciting comment concerning the
renewal of its information collection
titled, ‘““Release of Non-Public
Information.”

DATES: Comments must be received by
October 21, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Commenters are encouraged
to submit comments by email, if
possible. You may submit comments by
any of the following methods:

e Email: prainfo@occ.treas.gov.

e Mail: Chief Counsel’s Office,
Attention: Comment Processing, Office
of the Comptroller of the Currency,
Attention: 1557—0200, 400 7th Street
SW, Suite 3E-218, Washington, DC
20219.

o Hand Delivery/Courier: 400 7th
Street SW, Suite 3E-218, Washington,
DC 20219.

e Fax:(571) 293—4835.

Instructions: You must include
“OCC” as the agency name and “1557—
0200” in your comment. In general, the
OCC will publish comments on
www.reginfo.gov without change,
including any business or personal
information provided, such as name and
address information, email addresses, or

phone numbers. Comments received,
including attachments and other
supporting materials, are part of the
public record and subject to public
disclosure. Do not include any
information in your comment or
supporting materials that you consider
confidential or inappropriate for public
disclosure.

Following the close of this notice’s
60-day comment period, the OCC will
publish a second notice with a 30-day
comment period. You may review
comments and other related materials
that pertain to this information
collection beginning on the date of
publication of the second notice for this
collection by the method set forth in the
next bullet.

e Viewing Comments Electronically:
Go to www.reginfo.gov. Hover over the
“Information Collection Review” tab
and click on “Information Collection
Review” from the drop-down menu.
From the “Currently under Review”
drop-down menu, select “Department of
Treasury” and then click “submit.” This
information collection can be located by
searching by OMB control number
“1557—-0200” or ‘‘Release of Non-Public
Information.” Upon finding the
appropriate information collection, click
on the related “ICR Reference Number.”
On the next screen, select “View
Supporting Statement and Other
Documents” and then click on the link
to any comment listed at the bottom of
the screen.

e For assistance in navigating
www.reginfo.gov, please contact the
Regulatory Information Service Center
at (202) 482-7340.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shaquita Merritt, Clearance Officer,
(202) 649-5490, Chief Counsel’s Office,
Office of the Comptroller of the
Currency, 400 7th Street SW, Suite 3E-
218, Washington, DC 20219. If you are
deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech
disability, please dial 7—1-1 to access
telecommunications relay services.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), Federal
agencies must obtain approval from the
OMB for each collection of information
that they conduct or sponsor.
“Collection of information” is defined
in 44 U.S.C. 3502(3) and 5 CFR
1320.3(c) to include agency requests or
requirements that members of the public
submit reports, keep records, or provide
information to a third party. Section
3506(c)(2)(A) of title 44 generally
requires Federal agencies to provide a
60-day notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension of an existing collection of
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