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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Petition for Waiver of Compliance

In accordance with Part 211 of Title
49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
notice is hereby given that the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA) has
received a request for a waiver of
compliance from certain requirements
of its safety standards. The individual
petition is described below, including
the party seeking relief, the regulatory
provisions involved, the nature of the
relief being requested, and the
petitioner’s arguments in favor of relief.

City of Seattle, Washington

(Waiver Petition Docket Number FRA—-
2008-0047)

The City of Seattle, Washington (City),
and the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF)
seek a permanent waiver of compliance
from a certain provision of the Use of
Locomotive Horns at Highway-Rail
Grade Crossings, 49 CFR Part 222. The
City intends to establish a Pre-Rule
Quiet Zone that it had previously
continued under the provisions of 49
CFR Part 222.41(c)(1). The City and
BNSF are seeking a waiver to extend the
mailing date for a Notice of Intent as
provided in 49 CFR Part
222.41(c)(2)(1)(A) that states that the
Notice of Intent must be mailed by
February 24, 2008. The waiver petition
requests that the Notice of Intent that
the City mailed on February 27, 2008, be
accepted as a valid Notice of Intent even
though it was mailed after February 24,
2008.

Interested parties are invited to
participate in these proceedings by
submitting written views, data, or
comments. FRA does not anticipate
scheduling a public hearing in
connection with these proceedings since
the facts do not appear to warrant a
hearing. If any interested party desires
an opportunity for oral comment, they
should notify FRA, in writing, before
the end of the comment period and
specify the basis for their request.

All communications concerning these
proceedings should identify the
appropriate docket number (e.g., Waiver
Petition Docket Number FRA-2008—
0047) and may be submitted by any of
the following methods:

Web site: http://www.regulations.gov.
Follow the online instructions for
submitting comments.

Fax:202-493-2251.

Mail: Docket Operations Facility, U.S.
Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue, SE., W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590.

Hand Delivery: 1200 New Jersey
Avenue, SE., Room W12-140,
Washington, DC 20590, between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays.

Communications received within 45
days of the date of this notice will be
considered by FRA before final action is
taken. Comments received after that
date will be considered as far as
practicable. All written communications
concerning these proceedings are
available for examination during regular
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at the
above facility. All documents in the
public docket are also available for
inspection and copying on the Internet
at the docket facility’s Web site at
http://www.regulations.gov.

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of any written
communications and comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume
65, Number 70; Pages 19477-78).

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 22,
2008.

Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,

Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.

[FR Doc. E8-9204 Filed 4-25-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration
[Docket No. MARAD-2008 0036]

Requested Administrative Waiver of
the Coastwise Trade Laws

AGENCY: Maritime Administration,
Department of Transportation.

ACTION: Invitation for public comments
on a requested administrative waiver of
the Coastwise Trade Laws for the vessel
DOLCE VITA.

SUMMARY: As authorized by Pub. L. 105—
383 and Pub. L. 107-295, the Secretary
of Transportation, as represented by the
Maritime Administration (MARAD), is
authorized to grant waivers of the U.S.-
build requirement of the coastwise laws
under certain circumstances. A request
for such a waiver has been received by
MARAD. The vessel, and a brief
description of the proposed service, is
listed below. The complete application
is given in DOT docket MARAD-2008—
0036 at http://www.regulations.gov.
Interested parties may comment on the

effect this action may have on U.S.
vessel builders or businesses in the U.S.
that use U.S.-flag vessels. If MARAD
determines, in accordance with Pub. L.
105—-383 and MARAD’s regulations at 46
CFR Part 388 (68 FR 23084; April 30,
2003), that the issuance of the waiver
will have an unduly adverse effect on a
U.S.-vessel builder or a business that
uses U.S.-flag vessels in that business, a
waiver will not be granted. Comments
should refer to the docket number of
this notice and the vessel name in order
for MARAD to properly consider the
comments. Comments should also state
the commenter’s interest in the waiver
application, and address the waiver
criteria given in § 388.4 of MARAD’s
regulations at 46 CFR Part 388.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
May 28, 2008.

ADDRESSES: Comments should refer to
docket number MARAD-2008—0036.
Written comments may be submitted by
hand or by mail to the Docket Clerk,
U.S. Department of Transportation,
Docket Operations, M—30, West
Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE.,
Washington, DC 20590. You may also
send comments electronically via the
Internet at http://www.regulations.gov.
All comments will become part of this
docket and will be available for
inspection and copying at the above
address between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
E.T., Monday through Friday, except
federal holidays. An electronic version
of this document and all documents
entered into this docket is available on
the World Wide Web at http://
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joann Spittle, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Maritime
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue, SE., Room W21-203,
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone 202—
366-5979.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As
described by the applicant the intended
service of the vessel DOLCE VITA is:

Intended Use: ‘““Passenger Charters
Only”.

Geographic Region: “Florida”.

Privacy Act

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of all comments
received into any of our dockets by the
name of the individual submitting the
comment (or signing the comment, if
submitted on behalf of an association,
business, labor union, etc.). You may
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act
Statement in the Federal Register
published on April 11, 2000 (Volume
65, Number 70; Pages 19477-78).
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Dated: April 16, 2008.

By order of the Maritime Administrator.
Christine Gurland,
Acting Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. E8-9255 Filed 4-25-08; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4910-81-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Docket No. AB—-33 (Sub-No. 260X)]

Union Pacific Railroad Company—
Abandonment Exemption—In Douglas
and Sarpy Counties, NE

On April 8, 2008, Union Pacific
Railroad Company (UP) filed with the
Surface Transportation Board (Board) a
petition under 49 U.S.C. 10502 for
exemption from the provisions of 49
U.S.C. 10903 to abandon a 3.45-mile
portion of its Millard Industrial Lead,
extending between milepost 22.85 in
Omaha, NE, and milepost 19.4 in La
Vista, NE, in Douglas and Sarpy
Counties, NE. The line traverses U.S.
Postal Service Zip Codes 68128 and
68137 and includes no stations.

The line does not contain any
federally granted rights-of-way. Any
documentation in UP’s possession will
be made available promptly to those
requesting it.

The interest of railroad employees
will be protected by the conditions set
forth in Oregon Short Line R. Co.—
Abandonment—Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91
(1979).

By issuance of this notice, the Board
is instituting an exemption proceeding
pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A final
decision will be issued by July 25, 2008.

Any offer of financial assistance
(OFA) under 49 CFR 1152.27(b)(2) will
be due no later than 10 days after
service of a decision granting the
petition for exemption. Each OFA must
be accompanied by a $1,300 filing fee.
See 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25).

All interested persons should be
aware that, following abandonment of
rail service and salvage of the line, the
line may be suitable for other public
use, including interim trail use. Any
request for a public use condition under
49 CFR 1152.28 or for trail use/rail
banking under 49 CFR 1152.29 will be
due no later than May 19, 2008. Each
trail use request must be accompanied
by a $200 filing fee. See 49 CFR
1002.2(f)(27).

All filings in response to this notice
must refer to STB Docket No. AB-33
(Sub-No. 260X), and must be sent to: (1)
Surface Transportation Board, 395 E
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20423—
0001; and (2) Gabriel S. Meyer,

Assistant General Attorney, Union
Pacific Railroad Company, 1400 Douglas
Street, STOP 1580, Omaha, NE 68179.
Replies to the UP petition are due on or
before May 19, 2008.

Persons seeking further information
concerning abandonment procedures
may contact the Board’s Office of Public
Assistance, Governmental Affairs, and
Compliance at (202) 245—0230 or refer
to the full abandonment or
discontinuance regulations at 49 CFR
part 1152. Questions concerning
environmental issues may be directed to
the Board’s Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) at (202) 245-0305.
[Assistance for the hearing impaired is
available through the Federal
Information Relay Service at 1-800—
877-8339.]

An environmental assessment (EA) (or
an environmental impact statement
(EIS), if necessary) prepared by SEA will
be served upon all parties of record and
upon any agencies or other persons who
commented during its preparation.
Other interested persons may contact
SEA to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS).
EAs in these abandonment proceedings
normally will be made available within
60 days of the filing of the petition. The
deadline for submission of comments on
the EA will generally be within 30 days
of its service.

Board decisions and notices are
available on our Web site at http://
www.stb.dot.gov.

Decided: April 17, 2008.

By the Board, David M. Konschnik,
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Anne K. Quinlan,

Acting Secretary.

[FR Doc. E8-8931 Filed 4-25-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Surface Transportation Board
[STB Finance Docket No. 35087]

Canadian National Railway Company
and Grand Trunk Corporation
Control—EJ&E West Company

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board,
Department of Transportation.

ACTION: Notice of Availability of the
Final Scope of Study for the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

SUMMARY: On October 30, 2007, the
Canadian National Railway Company
(CN) and Grand Trunk Corporation
(collectively CN or the Applicants) filed
an application with the Surface
Transportation Board (Board or STB)
seeking the Board’s approval to acquire

control of EJ&E West (EJ&EW) Company,
a wholly owned noncarrier subsidiary of
the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway
Company? (EJ&E). In their application,
Applicants state that they plan to
construct six new rail connections and
approximately 19 miles of siding
extensions and second mainline track
(double track). EJ&E is a Class II railroad
that currently operates approximately
200 miles of track in northeastern
Ilinois and northwestern Indiana.

On November 26, 2007, the Board
issued Decision No. 2 announcing that
its Section of Environmental Analysis
(SEA) will prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) to assess the
potential environmental impacts that
may result from the proposed
acquisition. On December 21, 2007, SEA
published a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the
Federal Register announcing the start of
the scoping process and the dates and
times of public scoping meetings. This
document, as well as a Draft Scope of
Study, was served and distributed to
approximately 350 stakeholders and 41
federal, state, and local agencies on an
environmental distribution list. A press
release was issued to 21 Chicago-area
newspapers to announce the NOI to the
public.

Information about the STB’s
environmental review of the proposed
acquisition was also made available
through the Board’s Web site, http://
www.stb.dot.gov. The Board’s Web site
provides an overview of the proposed
acquisition; public comment guidance;
links to documents (including the NOI
and Draft Scope of Study); links to CN’s,
and EJ&E’s Web sites; and SEA contact
information. Additionally, SEA
established a toll-free information line
(1-800-347-0689) for public comments
with a Spanish-language option
available. An electronic filing system is
also available on the Board’s Web site,
http://www.stb.dot.gov, to receive
comments.

To promote participation in a series of
14 public scoping meetings scheduled
for January 2008, SEA placed quarter-

1 Applicants state in their application that EJ&E
plans to transfer all of its land, rail, and related
assets located west of the centerline of Buchanan
Street in Gary (together with the real property and
related fixtures associated with the hump and Dixie
leads located east of Buchanan Street) to EJ&EW,
which at that time would become a rail common
carrier. EJ&E would retain its land, rail, and related
assets east of the centerline (other than the real
property and related fixtures associated with the
hump and Dixie leads). It is expected that, if the
proposed transaction is approved and Applicants
acquire control of EJ&EW, EJ&E would change its
name to Gary Railway Company, and EJ&EW would
assume the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway Company
name. To eliminate confusion, and because EJ&EW
would be a temporary entity, the remainder of this
document will refer only to “EJ&E.”
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