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(4) Appeal decision. The Assistant
Commissioner will issue a decision on
the appeal within 30 calendar days of
the date the appeal is received. If the
appeal decision is adverse to the gauger,
then the decision notice will advise the
gauger that it may choose to pursue one
of the following two options:

(i) Submit a new application for
approval, in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph (d)(1) of this
section, 120 days after the date of the
appeal decision; or

(ii) File an action with the Court of
International Trade, pursuant to chapter
169 of title 28, United States Code,
within 60 calendar days of the date of
the appeal decision.

Dated: February 18, 2000.
Stuart P. Seidel,
Assistant Commissioner, Office of
Regulations and Rulings.
[FR Doc. 00–4438 Filed 2–24–00; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is confirming the
effective date of March 17, 2000, for the
final rule that appeared in the Federal
Register of November 3, 1999 (64 FR
59618). The direct final rule amends
regulations governing hearing aid
labeling to reference the most recent
version of the consensus standard used
to determine technical data to be
included in labeling for hearing aids.
This amendment allows manufacturers
to use state-of-the-art methods to
address technical data in labeling for
hearing aids. This document confirms
the effective date of the direct final rule.
DATES: Effective date confirmed: March
17, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David A. Segerson, Center for Devices
and Radiological Health (HFZ–460),
Food and Drug Administration, 9200
Corporate Blvd., Rockville, MD 20850,
301–594–2080.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In the
Federal Register of November 3, 1999
(64 FR 59618), FDA solicited comments
concerning the direct final rule for a 75-
day period ending January 17, 2000.
FDA stated that the effective date of the
direct final rule would be on March 17,
2000, 60 days after the end of the
comment period, unless any significant
adverse comment was submitted to FDA
during the comment period. FDA did
not receive any significant adverse
comments.

Therefore, under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and under
authority delegated to the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs, notice is given that
no objections or requests for a hearing
were filed in response to the November
3, 1999, direct final rule. Accordingly,
the amendments issued thereby are
effective.

Dated: February 17, 2000.
William K. Hubbard,
Senior Associate Commissioner for Policy,
Planning, and Legislation.
[FR Doc. 00–4404 Filed 2–24–00; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This document adopts
permanent rules for the analysis of cost,
revenue and volume data generated by
the Postal Service’s international mail
services. These rules will assist the
Commission in preparing annual reports
to Congress, as required by law.
DATES: Effective February 25, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephen L. Sharfman, General Counsel,
1333 H Street NW., Washington, DC
20268–0001, 202–789–6820.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Regulatory History

On January 26, 1999, Commission
order no. 1226 in docket no. IM99–1
was published in the Federal Register
(64 FR 3991). On November 26, 1999,
the Commission issued order no. 1270
in docket no. RM2000–1(64 FR 66436).
On February 15, the Commission issued
this order [no. 1285] in docket no.
RM200–1 and directed that it be
published in the Federal Register.

Background
On October 21, 1998, Public Law 105–

277 was signed into law, adding section
3663 to the Postal Reorganization Act
(PRA) (39 U.S.C. 3663). It requires that
by July 1 of each year, the Commission
‘‘transmit to each House of Congress a
comprehensive report of the costs,
revenues, and volumes’’ accrued by the
Postal Service ‘‘in connection with mail
matter conveyed between the United
States and other countries’’ for the prior
fiscal year. To enable the Commission to
carry out that directive, section 3663
requires the Postal Service to provide,
by March 15, ‘‘such data as the
Commission may require’’ to prepare
that report. It states that the data
provided
shall be in sufficient detail to enable the
Commission to analyze the costs, revenues,
and volumes for each international mail
product or service, under the methods
determined appropriate by the Commission
for analysis of rates for domestic mail.

Initial Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
On June 30, 1999, the Commission

transmitted its first annual report on
international mail to Congress. On
November 18, 1999, the Commission
issued a notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM) inviting interested persons to
comment on the Commission’s initial
effort to satisfy the requirements of 39
U.S.C. 3663. The NPRM invited
comments on what data the Postal
Service should provide to the
Commission each year to enable the
Commission to prepare its report. In
particular, the Commission invited
comment on its proposed rule 103,
which appeared as appendix A to the
NPRM. Proposed rule 103 would add to
the Commission’s periodic reporting
rules, a list of items to be included in
the Postal Service’s data submission that
must be filed by March 15 of each year
under section 3663(b). The NPRM also
invited comments on the appropriate
scope and detail of the Commission’s
annual international mail report,
including the analytical methods that
should be applied to calculate the costs,
revenues, and volumes of international
mail services.

The NPRM described the efforts of
several of the Postal Service’s
competitors to obtain the information
that the Postal Service provided to the
Commission to enable it to prepare its
initial report on international mail. The
NPRM invited comments on the
procedures that should be employed to
determine which portions of the report
or supporting documents should not be
publicly disclosed, what criteria or
standards should govern that
determination, what categories of
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