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Patent and Trademark Office, Mail Stop 
Comments—Patents, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313–1450, marked to the attention of 
Pinchus M. Laufer and Kenneth M. 
Schor; or by electronic mail (e-mail) 
message over the Internet addressed to 
pinchus.laufer@uspto.gov or 
kenneth.schor@uspto.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO) published a notice in 
the Federal Register seeking public 
comment directed to this focus with 
respect to methods that may be 
employed by applicants and the USPTO 
to enhance the quality of issued patents, 
to identify appropriate indicia of 
quality, and to establish metrics for the 
measurement of the indicia. See Request 
for Comments on Enhancement in the 
Quality of Patents, 74 FR 65093 (Dec. 9, 
2009), 1350 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 46 (Jan. 
5, 2010). The USPTO indicated that to 
be ensured of consideration, written 
comments must be received on or before 
February 8, 2010. See Request for 
Comments on Enhancement in the 
Quality of Patents, 74 FR at 65094, 1350 
Off. Gaz. Pat. Office at 46. The USPTO 
is extending the period for submission 
of public comments until March 8, 
2010. 

Dated: January 26, 2010. 
David J. Kappos, 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. 
[FR Doc. 2010–2036 Filed 1–29–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–16–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

[Docket No.: PTO–P–2010–0003] 

Extension of the Patent Application 
Backlog Reduction Stimulus Plan 

AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO) published a 
notice in the Federal Register providing 
an additional temporary basis (the 
Patent Application Backlog Reduction 
Stimulus Plan) under which a small 
entity applicant may have an 
application accorded special status for 
examination if the applicant expressly 
abandons another copending 
unexamined application. The Patent 
Application Backlog Reduction 
Stimulus Plan allows small entity 
applicants having multiple applications 

currently pending before the USPTO to 
have greater control over the priority 
with which their applications are 
examined while also stimulating a 
reduction of the backlog of unexamined 
patent applications pending before the 
USPTO. The USPTO is extending Patent 
Application Backlog Reduction 
Stimulus Plan until June 30, 2010. 
DATES: Effective Date: February 1, 2010. 
The Patent Application Backlog 
Reduction Stimulus Plan became 
effective on November 27, 2009. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Pinchus M. Laufer, Office of the Deputy 
Commissioner for Patent Examination 
Policy, by telephone at 571–272–7726; 
or via e-mail addressed to 
Pinchus.Laufer@uspto.gov; or by mail 
addressed to: Box Comments Patents, 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313–1450. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
USPTO published a notice in the 
Federal Register providing an 
additional temporary basis (the Patent 
Application Backlog Reduction 
Stimulus Plan) under which a small 
entity applicant may have an 
application accorded special status for 
examination if the applicant expressly 
abandons another copending 
unexamined application. See Patent 
Application Backlog Reduction 
Stimulus Program, 74 FR 62285 (Nov. 
27, 2009), 1349 Off. Gaz. Pat. Off. 304 
(Dec. 22, 2009) (notice). The Patent 
Application Backlog Reduction 
Stimulus Plan allows small entity 
applicants having multiple applications 
currently pending before the USPTO to 
have greater control over the priority 
with which their applications are 
examined while also stimulating a 
reduction of the backlog of unexamined 
patent applications pending before the 
USPTO. The USPTO indicated that the 
program would last for a period ending 
on February 28, 2010, but may be 
extended for an additional time period 
thereafter. See Patent Application 
Backlog Reduction Stimulus Program, 
74 FR at 62287, 1349 Off. Gaz. Pat. Off. 
at 306. 

The USPTO is extending Patent 
Application Backlog Reduction 
Stimulus Plan until June 30, 2010. The 
USPTO may further extend the 
procedures under Patent Application 
Backlog Reduction Stimulus Plan to all 
applicants (on either a temporary or 
permanent basis), or may also 
discontinue the procedures after June 
30, 2010, depending upon the results of 
the Patent Application Backlog 
Reduction Stimulus Plan. For a petition 
under 37 CFR 1.102 to be granted under 
the Patent Application Backlog 

Reduction Stimulus Plan (unless the 
Patent Application Backlog Reduction 
Stimulus Plan is extended by a 
subsequent notice), the petition under 
37 CFR 1.102 and the letter of express 
abandonment and its accompanying 
statement must be filed on or before 
June 30, 2010. 

Dated: January 26, 2010. 
David J. Kappos, 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual 
Property and Director of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. 
[FR Doc. 2010–2033 Filed 1–29–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–16–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Foreign–Trade Zones Board 

[Order No. 1658] 

Grant of Authority for Subzone Status, 
Excalibar Minerals LLC (Barite Milling), 
New Iberia, Louisiana 

Pursuant to its authority under the 
Foreign–Trade Zones Act of June 18, 1934, as 
amended (19 U.S.C. 81a–81u), the Foreign– 
Trade Zones Board (the Board) adopts the 
following Order: 

Whereas, the Foreign–Trade Zones 
Act provides for ‘‘...the establishment... 
of foreign–trade zones in ports of entry 
of the United States, to expedite and 
encourage foreign commerce, and for 
other purposes,’’ and authorizes the 
Foreign–Trade Zones Board to grant to 
qualified corporations the privilege of 
establishing foreign–trade zones in or 
adjacent to U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection ports of entry; 

Whereas, the Board’s regulations (15 
CFR Part 400) provide for the 
establishment of special–purpose 
subzones when existing zone facilities 
cannot serve the specific use involved, 
and when the activity results in a 
significant public benefit and is in the 
public interest; 

Whereas, the Port of South Louisiana, 
grantee of Foreign–Trade Zone 124, has 
made application to the Board for 
authority to establish a special–purpose 
subzone at the barite manufacturing and 
distribution facility of Excalibar 
Minerals LLC, located in New Iberia, 
Louisiana, (FTZ Docket 21–2009, filed 
5/6/09); 

Whereas, notice inviting public 
comment has been given in the Federal 
Register (74 FR 23394, 5/19/09) and the 
application has been processed 
pursuant to the FTZ Act and the Board’s 
regulations; and, 

Whereas, the Board adopts the 
findings and recommendations of the 
examiner’s report, and finds that the 
requirements of the FTZ Act and 
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1 In comments made on the interim final sunset 
regulations, a number of parties stated that the 
proposed five-day period for rebuttals to 
substantive responses to a notice of initiation was 
insufficient. This requirement was retained in the 
final sunset regulations at 19 CFR 351.218(d)(4). As 
provided in 19 CFR 351.302(b), however, the 
Department will consider individual requests to 
extend that five-day deadline based upon a showing 
of good cause. 

Board’s regulations are satisfied, and 
that the proposal is in the public 
interest; 

Now, therefore, the Board hereby 
grants authority for subzone status for 
activity related to the manufacturing 
and distribution of ground barite at the 
facility of Excalibar Minerals LLC, 
located in New Iberia, Louisiana 
(Subzone 124N), as described in the 
application and Federal Register notice, 
subject to the FTZ Act and the Board’s 
regulations, including Section 400.28. 

Signed at Washington, DC, this 15th day of 
January 2010. 

Ronald K. Lorentzen, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Import 
Administration, Alternate Chairman, 
Foreign–Trade Zones Board. 

Attest: 

Andrew McGilvray, 
Executive Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2010–2062 Filed 1–29–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–DS–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

International Trade Administration 

Initiation of Five-year (‘‘Sunset’’) 
Review 

AGENCY: Import Administration, 
International Trade Administration, 
Department of Commerce. 
SUMMARY: In accordance with section 
751(c) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as 
amended (‘‘the Act’’), the Department of 
Commerce (‘‘the Department’’) is 
automatically initiating a five-year 
review (‘‘Sunset Review’’) of the 
antidumping duty order listed below. 
The International Trade Commission 
(‘‘the Commission’’) is publishing 
concurrently with this notice its notice 
of Institution of Five-year Review which 
covers the same order. 
EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2010. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The 
Department official identified in the 
Initiation of Review section below at 
AD/CVD Operations, Import 
Administration, International Trade 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 14th Street & Constitution 

Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20230. For 
information from the Commission 
contact Mary Messer, Office of 
Investigations, U.S. International Trade 
Commission at (202) 205–3193. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The Department’s procedures for the 
conduct of Sunset Reviews are set forth 
in its Procedures for Conducting Five- 
year (‘‘Sunset’’) Reviews of Antidumping 
and Countervailing Duty Orders, 63 FR 
13516 (March 20, 1998) and 70 FR 
62061 (October 28, 2005). Guidance on 
methodological or analytical issues 
relevant to the Department’s conduct of 
Sunset Reviews is set forth in the 
Department’s Policy Bulletin 98.3 - 
Policies Regarding the Conduct of Five- 
year (‘‘Sunset’’) Reviews of Antidumping 
and Countervailing Duty Orders: Policy 
Bulletin, 63 FR 18871 (April 16, 1998). 

Initiation of Review 

In accordance with 19 CFR 
351.218(c), we are initiating the Sunset 
Review of the following antidumping 
duty order: 

DOC Case No. ITC Case No. Country Product Department Contact 

A–570–894 ........................... 731–TA–1070B China Tissue Paper Products Brandon Farlander (202) 482–0182 

Filing Information 
As a courtesy, we are making 

information related to Sunset 
proceedings, including copies of the 
pertinent statute and Department’s 
regulations, the Department schedule 
for Sunset Reviews, a listing of past 
revocations and continuations, and 
current service lists, available to the 
public on the Department’s Internet 
Web site at the following address: 
‘‘http://ia.ita.doc.gov/sunset/.’’ All 
submissions in these Sunset Reviews 
must be filed in accordance with the 
Department’s regulations regarding 
format, translation, service, and 
certification of documents. These rules 
can be found at 19 CFR 351.303. 

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.103 (c), the 
Department will maintain and make 
available a service list for these 
proceedings. To facilitate the timely 
preparation of the service list(s), it is 
requested that those seeking recognition 
as interested parties to a proceeding 
contact the Department in writing 
within 10 days of the publication of the 
Notice of Initiation. 

Because deadlines in Sunset Reviews 
can be very short, we urge interested 
parties to apply for access to proprietary 
information under administrative 
protective order (‘‘APO’’) immediately 

following publication in the Federal 
Register of this notice of initiation by 
filing a notice of intent to participate. 
The Department’s regulations on 
submission of proprietary information 
and eligibility to receive access to 
business proprietary information under 
APO can be found at 19 CFR 351.304– 
306. 

Information Required from Interested 
Parties 

Domestic interested parties defined in 
section 771(9)(C), (D), (E), (F), and (G) of 
the Act and 19 CFR 351.102(b)) wishing 
to participate in a Sunset Review must 
respond not later than 15 days after the 
date of publication in the Federal 
Register of this notice of initiation by 
filing a notice of intent to participate. 
The required contents of the notice of 
intent to participate are set forth at 19 
CFR 351.218(d)(1)(ii). In accordance 
with the Department’s regulations, if we 
do not receive a notice of intent to 
participate from at least one domestic 
interested party by the 15-day deadline, 
the Department will automatically 
revoke the order without further review. 
See 19 CFR 351.218(d)(1)(iii). 

If we receive an order–specific notice 
of intent to participate from a domestic 
interested party, the Department’s 

regulations provide that all parties 
wishing to participate in the Sunset 
Review must file complete substantive 
responses not later than 30 days after 
the date of publication in the Federal 
Register of this notice of initiation. The 
required contents of a substantive 
response, on an order–specific basis, are 
set forth at 19 CFR 351.218(d)(3). Note 
that certain information requirements 
differ for respondent and domestic 
parties. Also, note that the Department’s 
information requirements are distinct 
from the Commission’s information 
requirements. Please consult the 
Department’s regulations for 
information regarding the Department’s 
conduct of Sunset Reviews.1 Please 
consult the Department’s regulations at 
19 CFR Part 351 for definitions of terms 
and for other general information 
concerning antidumping and 
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